
OLVER ANNOUNCES $225,000 FOR HOLYOKE POLICE DEPARTMENT

  

 Holyoke-Today Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                that the final version of the FY 02 Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations                bill contained $225,000 for the Holyoke Police Department. The bill                has passed the House and the Senate, and is expected to be signed                into law this week.

               "This funding will help the Holyoke Police Department to acquire                much needed new technology. We've got to give the police the tools                they need to fight crime, and these funds will help do that,"                Olver said.

               The funds will allow the Holyoke Police Department to purchase new                technology to enhance record keeping, investigation and communications.                Laptop computers may be installed in cruisers, allowing for faster                communications without the listening ears of suspects; and providing                for rapid warrant and vehicle inquiries. The grant will also provide                for the installation of in-car video cameras to improve officer                and citizen safety, better training aids for high school students                on the ills of drinking and driving, and technology for the collection                and submission of racial profiling data which will be mandated by                the state in the near future. 

               "These funds are going to be a shot in the arm for the advancement                of public safety technology within the Department and advance the                safety of our citizens," Chief Scott said.

               "In these troubled times, we rely on local police even more                than usual, and high quality police equipment is essential,"                Olver added.

               The funds were included in the Department of Justice's COPS Technology                program.
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